3GPP TSG-SA WG3 Meeting #95 
S3-191577
Reno (US), 6-10 May 2019
Source:
BT Group
Title:
pCR Virtualisation Study Key Issue 15
Document for:
Approval, Information, Discussion

Agenda Item:
8.18
1
Decision/action requested

Add pCR text to TR 33.848
2
Rationale

This contribution provides initial text for Key Issue 15.
3
Proposed New Text
[START OF CHANGES]
5.X15
Key Issue #X15 Limited Virtualisation vs Full Virtualisation

5.X15.1
Key issue detail
There are a very wide number of definitions as to the meaning of “virtualisation”. A number of vendors have been offering “virtualised” implementations for 15+ years using common hardware platforms running VM implementation architectures. However, these limited virtualisation implementations use dedicated hardware instances for each network function. 

While these limited implementations have some of the same risks as a fully virtualised implementation (e.g. common software environment), they are essentially identical to non-virtualised legacy PNF implementations as they have physical testable and securable boundaries. Many limited virtualised implementations can be readily migrated into fully virtualised environments and will be migrated as networks become increasingly virtualised during the VNF’s operational lifetime.

[END OF CHANGES]
